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Consider  a  career  in  dentistry. 

Choosing  an  occupation  is  one  of  the  most 
important  decisions  you  will  ever  make.  Your  life’s 
work  builds  and  reinforces  your  identity  as  a  person, 
so  it’s  never  too  early  to  start  investigating  career 
opportunities. 

This  brochure  will  help  you  learn  more  about 
one  exciting  career  opportunity— dentistry.  Before 
continuing,  ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

•  Do  you  enjoy  meeting  and  helping  people? 

•  Do  you  want  a  career  that  offers  challenge, 

variety  and  prestige? 

•  Do  you  enjoy  working  with  your  hands  as  well 

as  your  mind? 

•  Do  you  have  an  interest  in  science? 

•  If  you  answered  “yes”  to  these  questions, 

dentistry  might  be  the  right  career  for  you. 

Dentistry  offers  many  rewards. 

Whether  you  choose  to  be  a  general  practitioner 
providing  a  wide  variety  of  care  to  patients  or  a 
specialist  in  an  area  that  focuses  on  your  particular 
interest,  you  will  benefit  from  a  career  that  offers 
many  advantages. 


Prestige.  As  health  professionals,  dentists  are 
respected  and  consulted  by  members  of  the 
community  and  by  their  peers. 

Flexibility.  Dentists  can  work  in  private 
practice,  hospitals  or  institutions.  They  can 
frequently  choose  their  own  hours  to  complement 
their  lifestyle. 

Variety.  Dentists  work  in  the  prevention  and 
detection  of  disease,  public  education,  research, 
teaching,  esthetic  improvement,  restoration  and 
surgery. 

Creativity.  Dentists  are  artists  as  well  as 
scientists  who  evaluate  problems,  find  solutions,  and 
design  treatments  for  individual  needs. 

Security.  Dentists  benefit  from  the  continuing 
need  for  their  services.  On  the  average,  today’s 
dentists  under  the  age  of  30  earn  more  than  twice  as 
much  as  other  college  graduates  of  the  same  age. 

Personal  satisfaction.  Dentists  work  with 
people,  helping  patients  maintain  health  and 
appearance  and  improve  self-image. 

Advancement.  Achieving  the  dental  degree  is 
just  the  beginning.  Dentists  can  progress  from 
positions  as  associates  to  business  ownership.  They 
can  advance  in  positions  as  teachers,  researchers  or 
administrators.  Future  opportunities  are  bright. 


Dentists  provide  many  services. 

Health  care.  Currently,  the 
average  dentist  treats  1,000  differ¬ 
ent  patients  each  year,  an  average 
of  63  patient  visits  per  week. 

Education.  Dentists  teach 
people  about  the  importance  of 
regular,  thorough  home  and 
professional  care.  They  inform 
patients  of  potential  threats  to 
their  oral  health  and  advise  them 
on  how  to  improve  their  dental 
and  total  well-being.  Dentists  are 
an  important  part  of  the  health 
care  team,  frequently  making 
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referrals  to  and  receiving  referrals  from  physicians, 
psychologists  and  other  health  care  professionals. 
Some  dentists  educate  the  public  through  commu¬ 
nity  speaking  engagements  or  television  and  radio 
appearances.  Dentists  may  also  be  full-  or  part-time 
staff  members  at  dental  schools. 

Leadership.  Dentists  supervise  and  manage 
other  dental  staff  members  including  hygienists, 
assistants,  laboratory  technicians  and  receptionists. 

In  group  practices,  dentists  work  with  and  may 
employ  and  supervise  other  dentists. 

Research.  Dentists  advance  scientific  progress 
by  conducting  research  in  university  and  corporate 
settings.  Research  projects  deal  with  everything  from 
the  development  of  new  bone  substitutes  to  applica- 
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With  approximately  200 
students ,  the  School's  small 
student  body  and  the 
intimate  environment  of 
the  campus  promote  an 
unusually  high  level  of 
interaction  among  the 
students  and  faculty. 


tions  for  timed-release  fluoride  pellets  to  new 
methods  of  alleviating  patient  fear  about  dental 
treatment.  Dentists  often  apply  sophisticated 
computer  technology  in  conducting  this  research. 

Professional  development.  Dentists 
continually  update  their  knowledge  and  skills.  The 
profession  offers  many  opportunities  for  ongoing 
learning  and  professional  growth  through  continuing 
education  courses  and  seminars. 

Artistry.  Dentists  make  creative  decisions  to 
produce  beauty  and  order.  In  doing  so,  they  must 
select  appropriate  procedures  and  materials  and 
have  a  fine  eye  for  detail. 

Community  advocacy.  Dentists  use  their 
knowledge  to  assist  in  criminal  and  legal  investiga¬ 
tions.  Dentists  with  expertise  in  forensic  dentistry 
help  identify  victims  of  disasters  and  evaluate 
evidence  for  legal  purposes. 


Preparing  for  dental  school 

If  you’re  in  high  school,  enroll  in  college 
preparatory  classes  in  chemistry,  biology  and 
algebra.  Get  broad  exposure  to  science  and  math. 

If  you’re  in  college,  build  a  solid  background 
in  the  natural  sciences,  especially  general  biology 
and  general  and  organic  chemistry.  Psychology  and 
business  courses  can  also  provide  background 
important  to  your  success  as  a  dentist.  You  do  not 
have  to  major  in  science,  but  most  students  accepted 
into  dental  school  are  science  majors. 

All  applicants  must  take  the  Dental  Admission 
Test,  which  is  offered  at  the  Southern  Illinois 
University  School  of  Dental  Medicine  and  at  many 
other  dental  schools. 


Choosing  a  school  is  the  next  step 

There  are  many  things  to  consider  when  select¬ 
ing  a  university  to  attend.  Factors  such  as  quality  of 
the  program  and  faculty,  location,  costs,  future 
opportunities  and  class  size  should  be  considered. 

The  Southern  Illinois  University  School  of  Dental 
Medicine,  established  in  1969,  is  located  in  Alton, 
Illinois,  just  minutes  from  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  The 
location  of  the  school  offers  dental  students  a 
unique  combination  of  a  small-town  environment 
and  the  attractions  of  a  major  metropolitan  area. 

With  approximately  200  students,  the  School’s 
small  student  body  and  the  intimate  environment  of 
the  campus  promote  an  unusually  high  level  of 
interaction  among  the  students  and  faculty. 

The  campus  includes  a  new  and  expanded  dental 
clinic  with  72  patient  care  stations  for  student  clini¬ 
cal  experience,  a  comprehensive  biomedical  library, 
biomedical  and  clinical  research  laboratories  and  a 
summer  research  program  available  to  those  students 
who  ?re  interested  in  gaining  research  experience. 
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For  additional  information 

Please  return  the  attached  postage-paid  card  to 
the  SIU  School  of  Dental  Medicine,  Admissions 
Office,  2800  College  Avenue,  Alton,  IL  62002  or 
phone  618-463-3864  for  additional  information. 
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About  the  program 


The  four-year  dental  education  program  at  the 
SIU  School  of  Dental  Medicine  is  fully  accredited  by 
the  American  Dental  Association’s  Commission  on 
Accreditation. 

This  program  successfully  combines  classroom 
experience  with  research  activities  and  clinical 
practice.  In  their  first  year  of  study,  students  learn 
the  basics  of  biomedical  and  clinical  science.  The 
second  year  presents  further  biomedical  information 
and  an  introduction  to  direct  patient  care.  The  third 
year  focuses  predominantly  on  clinical  instruction  in 
patient  care.  The  major  part  of  the  fourth  year  is 
devoted  to  comprehensive  patient  care. 

A  unique  combined  arts  and  sciences  dental 
curriculum  which  leads  to  the  degrees  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  and  Doctor  of  Dental  Medicine 
(B.S./D.M.D.  Program)  is  available  for  students 
interested  in  attending  Southern  Illinois  University  at 
Edwardsville  for  their  undergraduate  degree.  The 
preprofessional  part  of  the  curriculum  is  completed 
in  just  three  years  on  the  Edwardsville  campus,  and 
the  four-year  professional  portion  at  the  School  of 
Dental  Medicine  in  Alton,  Illinois. 

In  addition,  the  School  offers  a  fully-accredited 
one-year  General  Practice  Residency  in  Dentistry  to 
accepted  graduates.  The  residency  provides  an 
opportunity  for  recent  dental  graduates  to  enhance 
their  knowledge  and  skills  in  general  dentistry. 
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Cost 

The  overall  cost  for  attending  the  Southern 
Illinois  University  School  of  Dental  Medicine  is 
among  the  lowest  for  a  dental  school  education  in 
the  country  because  of  the  low  tuition  and  reason¬ 
able  cost  of  living  in  the  Alton  area.  Information 
concerning  actual  expenses  can  be  obtained  by 
returning  the  attached  postage-paid  reply  card  or  by 
calling  618-463-3864. 

The  Dental  School  actively  assists  students  who 
are  in  need  of  financial  aid.  Financial  counseling  is 
provided  for  students  on  an  ongoing  basis.  A  number 
of  federal,  state  and  institutional  financial  aid 
programs  including  scholarships,  grants  and  loans 
are  available. 


Southern  Illinois  University 
School  of  Dental  Medicine 


